
U S I N G  S C I E N C E  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  I N P U T  TO

The Yampa White Green Basin Roundtable (YWG BRT) is leading the development of an 
Integrated Water Management Plan (IWMP).  The process will combine community 
input with science and engineering assessments to identify actions to protect existing 
and future water uses and support healthy river ecosystems in the face of growing 
populations, changing land uses, and climate uncertainty. 

This is a community effort, led by people who live and work here in the Yampa Valley, 
and care about the river and its future. They cannot do it alone. The IWMP needs your 
input, ideas and feedback.

WHO IS INVOLVED A committee of volunteers selected by and reporting to the YWG BRT 
coordinates the project. Committee members have experience in water management, 
agriculture, fisheries and recreation. The project also relies on hired community 
engagement, river science and engineering professionals.

INTEGRATED WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

Yampa-White-Green
Basin Roundtable

BUILD A HEALTHY, PRODUCTIVE WATER 
FUTURE IN THE YAMPA BASIN

The Yampa White Green Rivers Basin 
Roundtable is one of nine grassroots 
water policy groups throughout Colorado 
working on locally-driven, collaborative 
solutions to water supply challenges. 
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Ideas and feedback are critical to the IWMP process. By participating, you ensure your interests are represented. 
To learn more and share your thoughts, please contact:

Gena Hinkemeyer 
Irrigators from Milner to Deerlodge 
and Elkhead Creek
gena@yampawhitegreen.com 
970-326-6930

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES OR TO JOIN THE IWMP EMAIL LIST VISIT yampawhitegreen.com/iwmp

Jerry Albers 
Irrigators from the Yampa River headwaters 
to Milner, and the Elk River Basin
jerry@yampawhitegreen.com 
970-819-2589

Lindsey Marlow 
Environmental and Recreational 
interests basin-wide
lindsey@friendsoftheyampa.com 
970-367-7044

Mark Williams  
Municipal and Industrial water 
users basin-wide 
mark@communityagalliance.org 
(970) 879-4370



PROJECT ACTIVITIES

QUESTIONS FOR STAKEHOLDERS INCLUDE: 

We’re charting a path forward. Between 2019 and 2022, we’ll 
hear from stakeholders and complete science and engineering 
assessments. The result will be a ranked list of issues 
that stakeholders want to tackle, as well as plans and 
funding options to implement priority actions. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT Through surveys and interviews, our 
team will collect ideas from a variety of stakeholders to identify 
priority reaches for improved river health and recreation, as well 
as ideas to better meet water users’ needs.

ASSESS CONDITIONS AND IDENTIFY GAPS Inventories of water use, 
river flows, riverside land condition, fishery health and water 
quality will characterize current conditions and identify 
knowledge gaps. 

PERFORM FIELD WORK We’ll collect data on important variables in 
priority reaches, including diversion infrastructure to 
understand how well it is meeting water users’ needs and 
identify opportunities for improvement.

ASSESS CONDITIONS, PRIORITIZE ISSUES AND DEVELOP ACTION PLANS 
We’ll blend data on ecosystem conditions and water user needs 
to assess future risk to priority issues like fisheries, irrigation 
and drinking water, and riverside habitat. We’ll evaluate the 
feasibility and effectiveness of solutions, and develop action and 
funding plans for implementation.

THE IWMP IS... 

...a volunteer-driven, collaborative process: 
Participation in the IWMP is voluntary, and we will 
make recommendations using stakeholder input.

…about identifying common ground: We want to 
identify strategies that provide multiple benefits for 
both people and the river.

THE IWMP IS NOT…

…an enforcement tool for the Colorado Division of 
Water Resources: It’s a local roadmap that will be 
created by and for water users. 

…an effort to “buy and dry” agriculture: The plan aims 
to protect current water uses by identifying possible 
infrastructure and river health improvements.

…an effort to tell anyone how to use their water rights: 
The IWMP seeks to understand users’ needs and 
identify voluntary improvements to water and land use.

…a top-down water management plan: The YWG 
BRT initiated the plan to integrate local input into 
its recommendations.  

…a secretive process: All meetings are open to the 
public and all meeting information is on the Basin 
Roundtable website. 

IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE
• What are your concerns about water use and land condition in the river corridor? Are there opportunities for improvement?
• How well is your infrastructure meeting your diversion and irrigation needs?  
• Do you have ideas to increase flexibility of water administration that are within Colorado water law?

RIVER RECRE ATION AND HE ALTHY RIVERS:
• Based on your knowledge of boater safety, public access, fishery health, etc., which river sections are a priority to assess? 
• Are there opportunities to implement recreation projects or protect riverside habitat that will have a positive impact on 

our communities?

MUNICIPAL AND INDUSTRIAL WATER USE:
• What improvements in your water delivery system would be beneficial if funds and technical assistance were available? 
• How could current and future water shortages in the Yampa basin be met? 

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES OR TO JOIN THE IWMP EMAIL LIST VISIT yampawhitegreen.com/iwmp

SUPPORTING DIVERSE INTERESTS
The IWMP needs input from diverse community members to identify 
actions that will best meet future water needs, community recreation 
desires and ensure a healthy river. Our team is holding extensive 
conversations with water users and community members to supplement 
science and engineering work and inform recommendations. 


